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YDU think Bremen and doctors turn

out in @ hurry at all hours of the

day and night? You think Coast
Guardsmen are called spon to go places,
and go {ast, upon the shortest notice!

Thelsr's i3 a monotopous existence
compared with that of those engaged
in the modera oddest of odd jobs—oper-
ating an aerial charter service.

Throughoit the United States there's
a new business on wings., It is the busi-
ness of Aying special charter trips—
anywhere, any time—and it has beeome
one of the outstanding developments of
modern aviation, Dick Merrill and Jack
Lambie have just retorned from one
suth trip—a fAight from New Yeork to
London and redurn to bring back first
pictures of the Coropation,

Here was a flight that a decade ago
woild have made aviation history, a4
Lindbergh did when he fAew the same
route except that he went on to Le
Boorget. In 1937 8 was practically a
routine flight for the workaday parpose
of bringing the American newspaper-
reading poblic pictures of the greatest
historical pageant of the age by the
speedieat known method of transporia-
tion.

|.u-gi|:=.|14." enongh, as Southern Cali-
fornia has developed into the nation's
ontstanding aviation center in so many
aother respects, it has also developed the
speediest and most efficient general
charter service.

Go o any major airport  mear
Los Angeles, for instance, and an-
nounce that you wish to fly to Alaska,
Panama, Mexico City, New York, or
practically amywhere clse and some

':I'l=|.| Is sl Qkair, rasspen pllol Ne JLE
prmeni==lhas

wrgeal AIghl—uor

salled Iule the akles with Eh.i I-I. ihé comlfels of

his irtm pew Siknson,

young man will casually guide you to
a2 plane, climb in with wou and you'll
he on your way.

It has become as simple as that

There is, in the Los Angeles area,
a group of charter operators who pride
themselves on providing what they he-
lhewe i the Fastest, safest aerial taxi
service in the woarld.

Here's the roster:

At Union Afr Terminal, Paurbank:
Lewis Air Service, opesated by Joe
Lewis, a pioneer pre=war and former
airline pi||:|-1. with two decades of Hyil:g
behind him, now operabting seven air-
planes in a charter, acrial ambulance and
student instruction business,

United Air Secwices, Ltd., operated
by Paul Mantz, another piomeer pilot,
famous motion pieture fAver and techni-
cal adviser to Amelia Earhart én her
history-making explosts.

At Grand Central Air Terminal, Glen=
dale: Grand Central Fying Service, op-
erated by Joe Plosser with a combined
charter service and one of the owtstanil-
ing aviation instruction schools in the
United States.

At Los Angeles Municipal Airport:
Bob Blair, for many years an ontstand-

Rinkr s the man whe iSaght Boilh Chatlerton o Ay,

ing exponent of the "ready any time o
go anywhere” policy but in recent weeks
grnl]u:.”:.' u':'!'lldnwing o Bl & :p-ul-iﬁnn
with the Stinson sales organization. Al
Chover Fleld, Santa Monica: Howard H.
Batt, who has been flving since the early
days of aviation development and who
finds time to head the Association of
Motion Picture Pilotz sz well ag a2
speedy charter service and the distrib-
alorahip of two makes of sporis planes.

None of these men is the romantic
conceplion of the daring pilot, steely-
1.'3.'&] and with a grand fearless disre.
gard for his life. They are almost hu-
moroasly opposite 1o this conception,
Each one iz o business man frst, a con-
servative Aver who places safety of his
passengers and equipment above all else,
a pilot who spends much time and money
keeping abreast with the latest develop-
mentE in the avation industey and in
nsaintaining his own amd his emploves’
skill and efficiency at the highest pos.
sible lewel,

Their foure is bound wp with the
progress of aviatisn towarnd higher and
still higher standards of safety. They
keep themselves and the pilofs they em-
ploy !ﬂ':;rhl up to experiness in their

ihe mosl fumed of California’s serip] ab drivers |s Faol Meste,

® mehileved s goud bk of fmme whea Ameila Earharl sebect
hl‘F tarhmlial Advlerr. Thad his everr-day Bosl 1s
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&r Hbfi.lﬂ-{:ll Hprings ln & harry, glve Jos Flesser o busn,. Just glvs
him time £a et his mapa end ship ready, That s the charter piiot's 1ifde,

crait. They equal airline standards and
in many mstances excel those standarde
in fMight ahility, navigation and radio
traimimg, Their planes are all equipped
with two-way radio.

"[I. i.i. :-||.I'\l HI'H'I[J |:I:'\;|=:15.. |hr.'||.'|i-:'-|_-
we re selling transportation,” they agree
malier-of-factly

Who charters airplanes? Let the sky
taxi chaufenrs tell you,

“Peaple tn a hiirey, and Lo whom hosirs
rean money,” aye Howard Batt "I
Aew Sen. William G MeAdoo to
New Yaork one day, then 1o Washington
anpd back to Los Angeles the next, The
charter cost him more than 2800 buae
he made his own sehedule and the
speed was worth the money to him,

“Mary McCormic, the opcra star;
Tom Storke, Sanila Barbara NECWRPLpET
publisher; Ted Healy, film comedian;
and a good many Lot Angeles business
meii &Fe regdlar charberers. 'E'|'|l:_'.' hawe
found it prohmable again and again to
charter n plane instead of
abont transporiation schedules”

ol
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Rlair's

anzwer was mach the
same.  In addition he blisted motion pic-
tufe stars, mporiamen amd fRanciers

among these who valaed guick trips tn

out=-of=-the-way places tlan the

cost v bwed

mare

“Fhghts to Enscnada, Palmm Springs,
Death Valley and other resosiz have
long since beeome routine requesis dor-
ing the scasons those playgrounds of
the wealthy are open,” Blair explamed.

“The saving n time more than ¢om-
pensates for the shightly additional ex-
penge and fhe time saved {5 aften
cvefl MOfe i1n:|rl-rl:-||l||! when a i-'hlitll jnur-
mey 8 planned to zome iy off the
regular air lanes,” he added

The Lewis Air Service—Joe Lewis
and two yoothiol boet hghly  tramed
transport pibots in his employ—chalks
up thowsamds of miles of cross-country
flying each wesr im the active charter
husiness Lewis direcis

A stroll along the apron at the Unton
Air Terminal 28 any howr of the day
or night iz liable ta bring you alongside
a Lewis phlane warming up for a fight
1o far places

A poodly portion of his traffic iz of
a iype that ha= brought the short, stocky
Lewis more than a little gpood-natured
ribhing from hiz fellow airmen. They
call him "Cupad” and "Love's Little Mea-
senger and “"Honevmoon Joe" and ac-

Al ihe punslilng ikls Jos Lewls sver doed s oF Lhe ihrafiles of lils ihree

shiges.
And slmleng work be has 8§ Kinfet SpaFtarer

Far his lang-haul work Lewls ders a sew Silmson.
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We had often wonderad just what the
life of a charter pilol comsisted of.
Then Mr. Calkins, a8 Hollywood aviation
writer, wrote in to tell us about it
You'll agree that it's a good story.

cuse him jokingly of getting “rates”™
trom scores of Nevada and Arirona min-
isters and marrving fugtices,

You've guessed i1—c!upun have foand
Lewis and his pilots always ready for
those acrial jaunts (o pearby Greina
Lreens, Mary Astor and Manueel del
Campa; James Ellisen and Gertrude
Durkin; Harry Joe Brown and Sally
Eilera; Phillip Karlstein and Dixie Mar-
vin; Manly Danfortl and Evelyn Hand,
and Howard Lang and Vicki Astlett are
g few of the prominent motion pictore
couples that flew to Yuma with Joe
lLewiz at the airplane controle

Becawie of recent rips apd
scores of otherzs, l.os ﬂngr'cu newspas
pers have long since learned to keep a
weather eve on the lewis office when-
ever there is an elopement in the offing.

Oiler jaunts, though equally proft
able, aronse much less interest in the
prbilie eye. They are the aerial ambau-
fanice trips Tewis is ofien called wpon to
make with his specially designed ambu-
lance plane,

It #s equipped with a “Aying hospital
reom’” geparaied (rom the pilot's coms
partment. In the ambulanee portion of
the plane ix a regulstion  hospital

Illq_-g-u:

Howard Datt will rell snl sliher hls new
esehdral afF hils Waeo an Insinni matbes,




stretcher-bed, oxygen equipment, medi-
cine cabinet and seats for a doctor and
nurse in addition to the patient,

“Rochester, Minnesota — operation —
one thanee in a4 thowvsand—" eomes a
terse felephone call and the ambolance
ghip is soon winging its way eastward
in & race with death.

“Tust missed the San Framcizeo plane
—have an appoiniment there at nocon,”
gasps & wman, beiel easze in hard, as he
rans op 1o the line of Lewis sirplanes,
A pilot guides him into a plane, the
starter spins and the bisiness man keeps
his appointnient,

"My wife is on The Chirf bound for
Chicago with all our luggage bot |
missed the train—where can we catch it?”
another haraseed traveler demande as he
climbs out of a taxi at the airpart,

“Ban Herpardino, Barsiow or Meedles
—we'll eatch it,” says Lewis and the wor-
ried man is on his way,

Three young peaple approach Lewis,
two men and a girl,k COpe of them sieps
farward,

“My nome is v e BAYE,
drawing a litdle leather case from his
pocket. “Transport Pilot No, —, My
sigter and her fiance want to get married
and Id like to rept a plane 1o take them
to Yama"

A brief diseunssion of the young man's
expericpee  follows, Lewis fAyvs onee
around the held with him to satisly him-
seli that his customer is a competent
pilot, and the trio is off to Yoma. Theyll
telegraph Lewis when they arrive and
asrain when they take off again for the
return irip, 20 he'll know when to expect
them,

A man, his wife and their young som
approach. They've never been up and
they'd like to take & ride over Hollywoad
and Los Angeles. Lewis summons a
pilod, they all elimb into a plane and thres
fiofe converis to the salety of flying are
made, for their plane and pilet operate
jiast a8 carefully for that short sightseeing
trip as if it were off for Mew York,

Faul Mantz is another who sleeps with
a packed bag anil full map case beside
his bed. He heads the United Alr Serv-
ices, Lud, and does much of the charter
flying himseli in addition to stunting for
motion pictures, Aying newsreel camera
planes and working with Miss Earhart

Two years ago it fell to Paul Maptz 1o
demonstzate that mo charter iz likely o
be refused by Sonthern California opera-
tors. He had just flown o pasiy to San
Franciseo. When he checked in by tele-
phone from the airporg there, his office an
Burbank read him a radicgeam from a
ship in mid-Caribbean,

"DOCKING  RALDOA  WEDNESDAY WIGHT.
ESSENTIAL FLY LOS ANGELES, MEET BOAT
maLmaa,” it said.

“Radio him that I'll meet the lsoat™
Mantz instructed his secretary.

At two o'clock Monday afternoon he
wazs back in Burbank, where his maps,
long-diztance traveling bag and another
plane were all ready for him. He went
to Los Angeles to get clearance papers
for the countrics south to Panama.

“Py 3:30 1 had everything set at the

(Contmiusd on page 56}
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{Conbinied from page 44)

Mexican contulate,” Mantz relates, “and
then I discovered that the other Latin-
American consulates were closed far the
day. Waiting until morning was impos-
sitile if I was to get 1o Balloag on (ime."

He rechecked his maps and found that
the whale J4E-mile trip could be made
with only one stop south of Mexica,
Managua, Nicaragua, was about lealf-way
from Mexico to Panama and a necessary
feling stop. He decided upona pmlﬂ:.
and ook off just about dark.

At Nogales, Arizons, he cleared Cus-
toms and sailed over Mexicn, stopping at
Mazatlan, Acapuleo and Tapachula. A
this fast stop he was tald that i was im-
possible to Ay {urther south without the
proper papers.  His wateh showed him it
n:s L. 1) . mm.

“"Why, you lellows are working over=
time!” Mantz exclaimed. "Yeou should
get paid extra for that.” He laid several
nates on the counter.

After a few moments of pleasantries,
daring which the notes disappeared, the
awthoritics finally agreed that it was
nobody’s buosipess what happened 1o
Mantz after he left Mexico, Bot they
did fet drop a warning that down in
Costa Rica tlere wad a plane armed with
a machine gun, set upon breaking up
boatleg Aving,

“I side-stepped that by going oul 1o
sca 12 miles, around oot only Costa
Rics, but every country for which T did

nat have the proper calliog cards,” Mantz
said caseally, “All exgept Managus, of
courae, where [ had 1o lapd—hut Amer:-
cans there helped me over that hurdle and
things went off beautifully.”

Wednesday night, as seheduled, he
picked up hl!- passenger at Balboa and
Friday evening they were back in Los
Angeles.

At Glendale, Joe Plosser's Grand Cen-
tral Flying Seevice two-place airplanes
Ay in and out of the airport from dawsn to
dark, wraining scores of pilots in one of
the most complete eoumraed affered, but ar
one side are a conple of big cabin planes
—amd when they roar of the fecld it
meians that Plogier is away on another
charter jaont.

“"Few pecple realize what charter fly-
ing really involves,” Plosses will tell you.
“We have so consistently caseied out
Aighte that not many of our patrons cons
sider the problems they involve, [n fact,
we are called upon to complete Hights as
speedily and efficiently a3 the airlimes,
but 20l too often without radio beam or
beacon guidance,

“Charter fights usoally take one off the
cstablished airways and mght landings
on unlighted fields are nothing new, yet
the percentage of mishaps s amazingly
small,” he points oot

"When we are 'I:ﬂ:'ing our fakiengert o
established aicline terminals over macked
airways and can fly with the aid of radio

heams our problem is comparatively sim-
ple—but more often our charters are to
places off the established airwsys—for
the simple reason that a chartered plans
is the fastest way o get there” Ploager
adds.

Cut-of-the-ordinary  flights  charter
pilols pow are called upon to make
offer further evidence of the air-minded-
ness that i growing so rapidly in the
poblic con SCIOLSNEss,

In recent months, Joe Lewis has been
calicd upon to use hi=s ambulance ship to
bring back to Los Angeles the body of
A man killed several homdred miles away
in an auiomobile accident; Paul Maniz
hins had several aerial funerals, when rela-
tives of the deceased bave engaged him
for the task of strewing their loved one's
ashes over the sea; nearly all the charter
operators have been called upon by news-
papers to carry their reporters and pho-
tographers on rush assignments hest cov-
cred from the air; and only recently, with
the apening of the traut season, one of the
operators carried = party of wealthy Gsh-
ermen Lo a meddow hi:,gh in the moumn-
tains, left them there for several davs, and
then went back to return them to civilizas
T

All this evidence of the rapid growth
of the aerial taxi businezs hrings up in the
public mind the eost of aleplane charters.
There is w0 secret about the rates. Every
operator has lhis established rate card,
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and in most cases they run fairly close
together for comparable equipment,

The Lewis Air Service rates furnish ex-
cellent examples. A few of the prices,
on a four-place Lockheed plane with a
criising range of 900 miles, may be inter-
esting. The rates are all for four pas-
sengers amd are guoted on a round-trip
ba=is:

Bakersheld, $40; Ensenada, $39: Flag-
stiff, Arizona, $26; Grand Canyon, Ari-
rong, $200; Palm Springs, $30; San Sim-
con, $73; Tuczon, Arizona, $1B5, and
Yuma, Aricona, 2125,

Additional costs for night figlts, wait-
g time, stop-overs and special services
are always subject to adjustment before
a flight iz vindertaken, especially for chiar-
ters where the normal fee i3 more than
3:5'], the Lewis rale card R]:Fl:i.ﬁe.‘\.. This
.H.l:-!ﬂ i_l.[l|'|151_'!1- 1ie -:ha.:rt-&r._i. af 1|'|1: :l||:|:|'|:-|.||;-|n1_'1_'
plane, or planes of twe or three passen-
gers capacity, or more than four,

M interesting aspect of the charter
rates in effect in Southern California is
that on comparatively short flights, the
cosl for four passengers on & round trip
basis is only slightly more than regular
airline rates; while on longer flights the
charter rate is wsvally considerably less.

For example, four persons traveling to
Las Yegas, Mevada, and return by airline
would pay S10.08 az against a charter
price of $125; to San Francisco and res
turn, $136.44 by airbine and $140 by char-
tered plane; and to Salt Lake City and
return, $250.22 by airline and §255 by
chartered pta.:l.:.

Oiver longer distances, on the same

POPULAR AVIATION

basis, charter operators claim an advan-
tage ower airline [ares. The following
table, compiled on May 15 on the zame
four-person, ronnd-trip basizs from Laos
Angeles llustrates the differences:

City Airline  Charter
Amarillo, Texas ..... 540752 £375
Chicago, TlL ....0voo. 75600 605
Dienver, Cola, ....... 48248 £
El Paso, Texas...... 35352 ZR5
Fansas City, Mo, ... 601.20 =00

Mexico City, Mexico, 79200 e
MNew Yark City..... 107960 GED
Partland, Ore. .. .... 383960 330

Rl.-nr_l, Nay, oo 21024 160

Seattle, Wash, ...... 43308 300

The natural reaction of a layman glanc-
ing at this comparizon is that the differ-
ence in favor of the charter operator is
orif et h}' the greater camiart, hetter navi-
F{iﬂiu]lﬂ.j aids and |1i_|.|;|1-e'r I.'].I'.""n-'f:ll.'l-‘[!lﬂ't!":1“ of
Aving ability found on the airlines.

And the charter operators will be the
first to enter swecping denials,

They will show you that their airplanes
are every bit as luxurious for their four
passengers as the airliners are for their
21; they will prove that the fight train-
ing, ability and experience of their pilots
and themselves are equal and in many
cases superior o the same qualifications
of the airline pilots, and they will show
you radio and navigational equipment in
their planes that duplicates the equp-
ment of the airliners in efficiency,

Some of the charter pilots will tell you
that they are themselves former airline
'|;|:'||:|:|-|:'5I who "ql:l:il: 1!:':ivfn5 buzzes ta be-
come chauffeurs.”

a7

And finally they'll pull out their fight
records for the past several vears and
show a better record for safetv, even in
proportion to the npumber of passengers
carmied, than the airlines!

Perhaps the airlines offer greater
speed? Mot necessarily, say the charter
pilots. Ewven with zlightly slower aire-
p[a.n.::-:. the charter ||'i|-r:|1 is not bound h_'.-
schedules and wqll aften complete a di-
rect point-to-point Might i guicker time
than an airline passenger could, An ex-
ample is the Reno-Los Angeles flight. An
airline passenger must go to Reno by
way of Oakland, where a charter pilot
will take a direct course.

"Cpeed " asks Howard Batt. “I'll
beat any airline schedule!” Batt oper-
ates Beechcrafts, with croising speeds
of from 177 to 200 mph, in his
charter service. Lockheeds, Stinsons
anid other modern cabin planes operated
by the charter services of Sonthern Cali-
fornia will equal or come close to equal-
ing the speed of huge airliners in actual
practice, their pilots point out,

Even this situation is due for change.
The airlines are soon to have new and
fazter schedules and then the charter
pilots will need new equipment to keep
them offering the zame proportionate
high standard of service,

The fleets of acrial taxies will increase
as the airmindedness of the public in-
creases, Perhaps hefore long Me. and
Mrs., Public will be hailing an air taxi as
nonchalantly as they now ¢all a land cab,
but to go far—and [ase
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American Airlines * Pennsylvania-Central
Beech Aircraft = Bellanca * Cessna = T.W.A.
Chance Vought = Douglas = North American
Glenn L. Martin = Fairchild = Braniff Alirways
Chicapgo and Southern Air Lines =
Pan American Airways = Stearman = U. 5. Army
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