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You t.hink lirtmcn :Ind doc-tors turn 
out i1t a l1urry al :111 boura of the 
day and night? Yo11 think Coast 

Cuardsmm :ire called upon to go place•. 
:and go last, upon the ahortcst 001ict? 

Tbdr'• Is a monotooous txi•ttnt.e 
com~r«I with th:a1 of those eng;igcd 
in I.he modern oddcit o f odd jobs-ope:r• 
:1ting :in 11.criaJ ch:artcr service. 

'fbr<>tiXh<>ut the U11hcd St-ates there's 
a new bli1incs• on wins:1. J t is t11c bu1-i· 
ncss of dying , pecbl charter lrips.
anywltcrc. any ti 1n~nd it Ms bt'Comc 
unc of the out ttanding dtV't~mcnts or 
niodcrn 11.\"iation. Di(.k )fcrrill and Jade: 
l.an1bic have ju1t returned from one 
1uch t rip-a. flight fron\ New Yotk to 
London and re1un1 10 bring baC'.k fi rst 
t»<turci or che Coronation. 

!fcrc w-:1s a ftisht that a decade •iO 
\\'Ot1ld hllvc m:11dc :1vi:i;1ion hU.tory, u 
Llnd~rgh dld when lie flew 1hc: $amC 
rot1 te except th:i.t he went on to Le 
Bourget. Jn J9J7 it was practical.ly a 
routine Rig ht foe the "'·orkaday purpose 
of bringi.n' the American nc:wspai><:r
rcading rioblic picture' of tht grtatut 
his torical pa.gunt o( the agt by tht 
i>Pttdktt known nitthod o f transporta
tion. 

l.otiieally en0113h, 11.1 So1.1thc1n Cali· 
fornia ha, dtvcloped into the nallon'• 
ot1t•u1ndlng av-i:11tion center in '°' m1.ny 
other rt>SP«ll. it has 2lto developed the 
fpttdiest and 1no1t c:Mc:fent general 
<:hartc.r sc"icc. 

Go to :1.ny 1najor airport Bear 
Los Angc:lc:.s. for instan<c, and an
nourtee that )•ou "'ith to fly to Al.lt lca, 
Pa0.1ma, ~(exico Ci1y. Ne•· York. Of 

pri.ctically anywhere else lllnd some 
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young msl'I will ca&ually truid e you to 
2 pl.ant , climb in with rou 2nd yot1' 1l 
he on your way. 

It bat become as sltnplc as th.aL 
There. is, in the Los A.nge.lcs area, 

a g roup of charter opc.:r.atorl who pride 
thcmsd,·a o n pro,.iding what they be· 
litve it the fa.1ttJt, 111.Jcst aerial taxi 
suv1ct in the 'll"Orld. 

Htre't the. roJtet: 
Al U11ion. A!.r Ternli!\111, But1»nll: 

l.etA•i.t Air Sc..rvice, opcta1ed by J oe 
l.cwi.s, ::t pioneer prc•war 2nd former 
:i.irline pilot with two <l«:t.dU of Rying 
behind him, n ow Ol)crating seven air
pl::tnc:t in a <.harce:r, aerial amb11lan« and 
.student in&truction butinen. 

United Air $ert'iCtl. 1.td .. OpcTAttd 
by Pll.ul }.lantz, a.nolhtr pionctr r>ik>t. 
famous rnotlon picturt flytr and 1echni· 
c-al ad\•i,tr to Amtlia. Earhart in ltcr 
hi1tocy~m.Jking exploits. 

A t Gr2.nd Central .o\i.r Terminal, Glen
d.1lc:: Grand C<-ntr:ll Fyit1g Ser.-ic:e, op· 
t:racc:d by Joe P1ouc:r with a combined 
charier tcn>ice and one of the 011tst&nd• 
ing aviation lnstrutlion se:hoola in t11c 
United Sta1c:t. 

At I_.°' Angeles ?.lunicipal Airport: 
Bob Blair, fo r many year$ an Ollt.!tand-

in.g c:xpontnt of the "r.-ady any timt to 
go anr'A•hcrc" policy b11t in rec:wt week• 
gr:i.dually withdr2wing to fill a p0sidon 
,.,.ith the Stinsoet t:llct otg\1niution. At 
Clove:r Flc:ld, S11nta l.C<>ntca: Howatd H. 
Batt. \'\•ho has l>cc:n ftyin.g tinc:t the e:a.rly 
days ol aviation d~·clopn1cnt and who 
finds 1in1c t o ht.ld the AA&OCiJtio n of 
'-lotion Pictutc P ilot& as well as a 
l l)tedy <.hartt1 s.er.-it e and the distrib· 
u1ortl1ip of t\\'O make:" or ·~.s planu.. 

None of 1he!(e 111tn i1 the romantic: 
cor.ecption of the <bring pi1~. st«:ly• 
eyed and with :'l gr:u1d fe1rlet:t di.a.re• 
gard r<>r J1is life. 1"hey are ahnost hn· 
morou1l1 opposite to this c:oncc:pdon. 
Eich one i& a 1.>u1incs& man fir.s:t, a con
str\•ativc. llytt ''"ho place& t.afcty ol hi& 
pass«1gtrs and c:Qu1prnwt above all else, 
a pilot who lltt<nds. much tbnc and motity 
keeping abrt:i.st wit.h the. l1.tcst dcvc.-101>· 
1ncntt. in the a~i.atio~ indu.ttty :uuS in 
n.aintainio.g his o "'·n :t.nd hit cmployt$· 
skill and eflicitne:y at the highest po.s. 
sil.>le level 

Their fu ture: is bound up "''itb the 
progress o( 11viation toward higher 1.nd 
.still hi~:.her s 1:andards of safety. They 
keep thcmscl,.cs and the pilot• thty t:m· 
11loy lltytd up to c:xtJ4:rtnct& in their 
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crafL ·rhey t"Qoal airllnt' standards and 
in manr inl!tances exct"I thoJe 11and<11rd& 
in flig11t abil ity, na,·igation and ndio 
tn.l1ti11.g. Their planu a.rt' all t"quff>Ped 
,,·ith t\•:o-"'''Y N.dio. 

.. It i$ ju_,t good 1>111i1~c$J; practi~ 
we'rt' tclli!IR tn1n1por1ation," they agr«"c 
nt:>. ttt't·of ·f:ict ly. 

\\' h o t'hartcr1 airpbncs? l...t"t the t-k.r• 
tax.l c.haullt'ur1 tell )'Ou. 

"People in a h11rry, and lo who1n houtt 
r11C:211 tnont y." .,.,.., Ho~-ard Bau. "'I 
flew Stn. \\1illiari' C. ri.tcAdoo to 
New York o ne d:ay, then 10 \Vashington 
1111d back to Los A11gde1 1hc next. 1' hc 
d'a.r1cr cost hilii 1no tt' th:t.11 $800 but 
ltt' n111.tlc l1ls O•'t1 schedule and the 
SJ}<lcd was wortl1 the n10ney to hirn. 

•')ll:ary ?ilcCormic, the Of)tra &tar: 
iom Storlcc. S:inta D:irb;ira newspaper 
p ubli1ht"r ; Ted 1:1t':ily , film co1n<'dian; 
and a good n1an)· Los At1gelc,_ bu.sincs11 
ntcn ar< rc5ul1r chartt'rcr1. ihey have 
found it profitablt' again and again 10 
cba.rtcr ,, plane i1~1t,~d e>i "'·orr)·i11g 
aba11t tran•portatiQn f«"hcdult'.. ... " 

nol> llbir't. an1,.,·er •'35 n1uc-h 1hc 
1amc. In addition he li.$·tcd motion pi<:· 
t11~ .t.t:its, •PGtt!m~ ar1<1 lioa1\C:ittt 
nmong tlM>Jt who '1'.tlu"" q 11ick tr~s 10 

oul·Of· the· v•2y plac'i. ntore tl1.11n the 
CC>.!1 invOl\'Cd. 

"'P'Bghl.f to Enscnada, Pahn Springs. 
Dach Valier a.nd other rc'°tts ltra\'t 
lonr aince: bc:t'()Jnt" routine tt'(luest• dur
ina:; the 11~~ns those 1>la)•grounds o f 
the wc:i.lthy arc open,'' Hl:>.ir cxpl:>.tncd. 

"The p\•ing in tirne more t11.11n coin· 
J)Cntat« for the t.liahtlr 2dditlc>"al ex· 
1>«"n.s.e and the ti111c Javed i,t.; often 
cTen mort hn1>0rtant whtn a quick jour
"'Y it pla11"cd to IOnu•. city off lht 
r t'Q:Ulllr :air bnct," 11t added. 

The Lc"'•is Ait Scrvic<-}O< Lewi$ 
a nd l\VO youthful 11111 highly train'd 
transp()rt pi)Ols in llis cn1plO)'-<'lt&lks 
11p thousands of n•ilt":!t or cros1'-<0un1ry 
!lying cac:h ) 't'at in the active charter 
busines1' Lirwis dir«ls.. 

A 1tre>!I a lo.1g 1he 2rro1t :11 the Uni9n 
Air it"rminal 11t any h our e>f lhc day 
or night is liable IO bring you iJo ngside 
a l..t"wis pbnt' \l:ar1t1i11g up for a flight 
to far plac.ff,. 

A goodly portk>n of bis traffi<: Is of 
a type that has brought tht' 5ho rt, 5tO<k)' 
Lcwls me>rc than a little icood·rutured 
ribbing frQm hi~ fclk>w ai rm,n. iher 
call him "C11pid" and "l.on'1 l.illlt }.fcs
'"'"ll'er'" :and "Hot1eynlQOn Joe .. :ind ac.-
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We hed oft&n wondered ju.st whet tti. 
life of • chorter pilot cont.istod of. 

Then M.r. C•llins, • Hollywood ovietiot1 
writer, wrote in to ten us obovt it. 
You'11 09r&e thot it'1 e good story. 

c::u~e hirn Jokingly of ~ir:uing " ra tt'11" 
fron1 &eOtt'J of Nevada and Ari11:ona min · 
islt'ts and marr1ing Ju1ticu. 

You' ve 111eascd 11·--c&opcrs have found 
f.ewb and hi$ rilot1 always ''ady for 
1hose attial jaunts 10 n~rby Gr ir: tna 
Gr«"en.s. >.r:ary Astor and ),(anucl d,.I 
Campo; Jamc.t EUison a.nd G('ftrudc 
Dur\:in ; H arry }°"' Brown and Sally 
t:llcrs: Phill ip K11.rlsttln and Oi.x-ie ?.far
lln : Manly Oanfortb a11d E vt lyn H and, 
and Howard Lani[ and Vicki A~tlctt arc 
a re"' of the t1ron1incnt nK1tion picture 
~uples t1111 Rev.· to Vunu with J oe 
l.ewis at tlit 11!rpl1111c control•. 

Btt.au.te of d1('sc rttent trips and 
sC()l'('S of o lhtts. l.os A.ng,.lcs nt'/\'tpai.• 
PttS ha"" Ion~ t h•ce lir:arn'd 10 ke11:-p a 
W('<ilhcr «'1'- on 1he l...cwis off.c~ when• 
ever tht'rt Is 111 ' lopemcnt in tl1c offing. 

01her j:iunt$, tltough equally profit· 
;1blt', :arouse 1nuc.h lt'SS interest in the 
riubltc eye. They arc. tl1e at'ti.li:I •mbu
lancc. uips Lewi• is often ta.ll'd upon to 
r"ake with hi.t tpttially dttig11."d ambu· 
1.sn« pbnt'. 

It it equipped u·lth a " Aying hospital 
room" Kparatcd rrorn ihe pilot's com· 
pa.t1.111ent. In the J.mbubnee portion o f 
'"' plJ.n~ i.t a rt"gubtiori ho,,pital 
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st.«:tchcr·bed, o.it)'gc11 cquipn1cnt, mcdi· 
cine cab inet :and l(.All ror :l doctor 11.nd 
nu rse in addition to the p:i.tienL 

"'~oc.hcstcr, ~li1111csota - opcntion -
one e:han« in :i. thouu.nd-- com ts a 
tutc tc.lcphonc call a11d the: ar11b111ance 
thip it sooa 'A'inging i1• "''ll)' ca&tWiird 
in a nee with duth. 

"Jt1s t mi.ued the: San FM1nti~o plane 
-ha•c an appo ln1t11cnt tl1trc at nocm," 
gatp$ ll 1n:11n. brief case in hand, a t he 
run• up to the line of Lc••il airpl.ane:s. 
A pilot gt1ides him into a plane:, the 
starter tpins and the butiness man keeps 
his appointmen t. 

'"~fy wi fe ls on Thr Cllir/ bound for 
Chicago with all ot1r IUJrllaltt but I 
rni~std the t rain-where can we catch ii?'' 
anothcr haran.ed traveler demands a" he 
climbs '"1t of a 1:i.ici 111 the airport. 

'"San Bc:rnardi1K>, Bars tow or Nc:edlu 
- we'll catch ii," says Lewis and the wo r· 
ried man is on hi1 v•ay. 

Three young pcO(lle approcach Lewis, 
t•·o men and a a:irl One of 1hen1 steps 
forward. 

••).ty narne it --- ---." he says, 
drawing 11 1inle leathtt ca.sc froni hit 
1i«:ket. "Tran.sf)Ort l'ilot No.-. ).ly 
sl.s1cr and he:r 6ancc want 10 get ~rrlcd 
and I'd like to rent a {llane to take; them 
to Yuma." 

A brier ditC'll.SS-iOfl or the y~ii.g n1a11's 
cxpc:ricncc follows. LC':wi.1 fl>·• once 
aro'll11d lhc 6C'ld with bin1 10 ~ttsry him• 
kl( that Ills. tu11omcr i.s a co1npctent 
pi.lo t. and the trio i.soff to Yum11. 'fhey'U 
tc.lc~ra.ph 1.,ewt5 when 1hey arrive and 
apin when they take olJ a.gain for the 
ret urn t ril). so he'll knou• wht:n to expect 
1hc.n•. 

J\ nun, his n·ite and thc: lr younQ '°" 
a1>1•roach . T hey've 1u:''C'f bttn up and 
they'd like to like 11. ride over lio llywood 
11nd J.o.s Angeles. Lewis s.ummons a 
pilo t, lht.y au e:Jirnb Into a plane and th.rec 
tllOrc C011vcr11 10 the tiafct)' o f Byl.ng arc 
nude, r0<r tbc:ir pl.anc and pilot operate 
ju5t a ' carefully for that • hort t ightstting 
1rip ai ir it " 'ere off for Ne"' \'ork . 

t>aul }.f1111t.,, l.s a1101hcr who s ltep• wi1h 
a pack«! l»g: and run n1llp ell.Se beside 
bl$ bed. I-le l1e:ul1 the: United Alr Scrv• 
ice•, l.td., a.etd dOt'-i 1uuch of the t -hllrter 
Byil!3 bimsc:lf In llddi1ion to f tunti.ng for 
1notio11 pictures, flying ncw$tet1 ca1nera 
planc::s and " 'orking l•: ith h..I its £a1·hart. 

·rwo )'C'.ar1 •¥0 It fc.11 to P:a11I ?.lant~ 10 
dc:1non1tta1e 1lut no charter i • likely to 
be refutifil b)• Southc1n Callfornl:i. 01>cr:t.· 
to1s. He had j1,1f' flown ::i. party lo San 
Frantif<O, \\' l1<n he C'hN ked in by ttle· 
phone fron1 tl1c :tlrpott there, h it o ffi ce at 
8urb:1nk rnd hi1n a rad9ogr1im rrom a 
ship in 1n id ·Cari.bbcan. 

"'bocKJ NC: aALll(M \\'r.Oll'l:SDAY NIGHT, 
Ul&>o"TIA&. n.'t L0$ Al"C:,J.ILS. MEIT 80A1 
a ALa(l.\1" it s:aid. 

"Radio hin'I that I'll n1cct the boat,'" 
?J.ant.i instructed hi• 1-cc:rc1:ary. 

A t l\\'0 o't loc.k )lond.l)' llhernoon lie 
wai back in ll11rNnl.. "''htrC' ht1 1n.ap$, 
lons:·dU.t:ance lnt.velinsi: ba.r and another 
11lanc were all ready for hinl. He went 
10 ~ A11gclC$ to get clearance paper• 
for the: eountrlc• &0uth to Pana1na. 

"By J:JO I had ('\'(t)'t hin.11: SCI at the 
(Co"tUi .. t4 o" '4/lt S6) 



:\l<'JC.Pc:in <on1ul11.tc,'· Mlllnlt rcl:1te1. " :111d 
tht fl I d iscovc:rtd that the other IAtin· 
.<\n1cric.an (01i.1ul:uu were c:IO.J.Cd for the 
day. \\rail ing until rnorning wt.J inipos· 
siblc if 1 was to get to Bait~ on time:," 

1-Je rcchttkctl hi;t 1n2p1 and fCMiJMI th:u 
1h1:: whole 3,600-milc trip coul<I be made 
with onty one stop south of ~fuico. 
~l lllnai;:ua, NkanaJl"ll~ . w:t.s :abo\Jt !U1ll·w:t.)' 
from ~lexico to l";iniinu and .a 11ccc1111ry 
fuclinJt s top. He d«idcd upo n 11. gamble. 
a"d took o!T ju•t about daflc, 

~\t Noa:11tc:1-, Aril'.(ln:i., he <lc:i.r<d Cus· 
to1n1 :111d p iled O\'Cr ).fcxico. ~toPping at 
:\!a12tll).n, :\c:ipulco and 1»tr:ichul.J.. At 
tlti t last s top ltc was told tbat it w.as i.m· 
po&$ibk to fly furt he r south wh hOtl t the 
protl(r lll~rs. liis 'A'atc:h sho~·w him ii 
t\'lllt S:20 1>. m. 

''\ \'hy, you (cllo"·ll a fe ,,..oJidng OTCf• 

1it11et" J.l:i.ntz. cxcla!ir'led. "You should 
f,:Ct ~id cxlra f01' tha1: • Ht bid S-e'l'tr.ll 
11otes 011 the coun1er. 

After ll fc\\· 1nomcnts o f plc-asantries, 
du ring v.-hich the notes d i11ppcarcd, Ilic 
au1hotitks fina lly ajfrtcd that it \\'U 
no-body's bu•inc.ss ..\•hat happcoed to 
~J an1:i: after he left ~lcxico. But 1hcy 
dld let drO J> a warning t~I (!own in 
Cost4 Rh:a there was :t plane an ned with 
a macbjt1t a:un. s e t uf)On btttk lng up 
boo1lc.1t flying, 

.. I •idc•stepped that by going out to 
'ea 12 inlles, a round no t only Colita 
Ric:11, bt1l every counlr>: for v.'hich l did 

Taxi Drive11 of the Sky 
CConll,.IU'd fro.,. i.~ 

no t ha'l't the propc·r calliag card,,'' M:i.nu 
s:aid caau:ally, • AU f.JCCept ~f:aaa.gua, of 
CO\lrtc, where I tud to l.2.nct-llut An1eri• 
can s thcic belpcd n1e over tlut hurdle and 
tbi11gs went off bl:audfully.'" 

\\'~ncsday nl.gbt. a.s sc.heduled, h e 
picked up his pasungcr a t Oal* and 
Friday evenine they were l»ck i.n Los 
Angeles. 

At Glen dale, Joe Plo1scr '1 Gr.lnd Ctn· 
t r21 Flying S<t\'ict two-1>l2cc :i.lrplancl 
Ay in :and out of the :airport front da\'o'r. to 
dark. tnti.ning srores o f pi!o11 in <'Inc ol 
the most complete co urses offered, but :u 
one $Ide a rc a couple of blJt cabin pl:lnt:s 
~nd whtn they roar off the field h 
1ne11.ns that Pk>uer i.s away on anoth-cr 
t ha.rtn jaunL 

"Few p.eople rc::lliie wh.t.t cha.rtcr fly. 
in,s really involve$." PIO<is.tr will 1en yo11. 
"\Ve ha\'C Kl c:ol\f•s1e11tly elrricd out 
Bigh t.Ii that not m11.ny o f our p:i.tron.s eon· 
!l>idc-r the problems titer in,·ol \•e.. In fact. 
" ·c are a.lied upon 10 complete Aights :1.1 
s peedily and effick11tly a• the :iirtincs. 
bin all too o rten • 'ithoi:1t radio bcan1 ot 
Macon guidance. 

"Clurter Right s usually take one o« the 
cstabliihed air~ys and night lan dings 
011 u11ligh1cd fit:ld t :tort nothirig new. )'Ct 
the pcrecnuee of mishaps is amaitin.(l'ly 
1mall," he points ou1 • 

"\Vhcn "'·e arc taSdncour passengers to 
est2blishcd a irline te1n1in.t.ls O\"cr n1.1rlced 
airwnys a11d c:an fly with lhe .t..id or radM> 

beams our problc1n is c~n~raliTcly sin1· 
p ie-but 1nore ohen our c:ha.t te rti arc t.o 
pl.t.ec-s e>ff the e•tablishf'd atrways-for 
1he siniple rta*On thal a ch:arjcred pbnc 
is tli.e !:a.slut w::ay to gc:1 there,'" PIGS.$er 
::adds. 

Ou1-of-1!1e-ordi11a1y ftights c-ltarlt'r 
pilots now arc c:allcd upon to make 
offer fur1h tr evidence of the iir-mindcd· 
ntss th:it is f:"ro wing J.O rapidly in 1ht 
public conJCiou sness. 

In rccc-r.t ntonths. Joe l.e"'·i1 has been 
called upon 10 u se his :an1bula11ce ~hip to 
brt11* b.aek to Los A11Bt lC$ the body <>f 
11. n11n killC'd $t'l'et11I hiin-clred r"ilc.t :i.'A·ay 
in in au 101nobile accident; Paul Yal'ltx 
has had ~Yer::al ::aeria l (unt rals. \\•lien re la· 
1i,·t .~ of the de«~(td b::i.ve engaged hin1 
f<>r the task oi s1rewi11g 1htir Jo,·cd oiac's 
a.shes o ver thc u :i; nc:trly :all 1bc ch:trtcr 
opcralorJ ha,·e been called u!)On by nt'Wt• 
p:ipea to carry their rcriorten 11.nd l)ho-
tographers on rt1.Sh assigr1n1tnts bc11 COY• 
crcd fro1n the !liir: 11.nd OTl l)' rccenlly, 9.'ilh 
the oi>cnin(C o f the troul season_. one of the 
operators C.1ricd :a p::ar ty o f wealthy 6th· 
crme11 10 a 1neadon• hi.gb in d ie moun· 
1.ain.f... left then1 tltcte f<>r f.cvcral dayJ, and 
I hen n·n1t bat.k 10 rt1urn them to t.iviliu· 
1ion. 

All 1his evid ence of the nipid srowtb 
o( I.he :u:rilll laiti busineSt brings tip in the 
public mind the cost <>f alrp!ant ch:artcn. 
There is uo secret about 1he n1cs. Evc.ry 
<>i>cr:ator bu hi1 ulabl i~11ed r• tc card, 
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and in most ca.tel they r un fairly clo•c 
together for oompaQ;blc c<1uipmcnt. 

The Lc"'i.s Air Service rates furn ish ex· 
ccllcnt examples. A fc"' ol the prices, 
on a four-place Lockheed plane ""ith a 
c ruising range o! 900 miles. niay be intcr
n;ting. The rates arc aU for four pas
scngt:rs and arc quoted on a. round-trip 
basis: 

Bakcrs6e1d, $40; Enscnada. $90; Flag
s t ;l. A', Ariz.011;1;, $20(); G rand Canyon, Ari • 
iona, $200; Palm Springs. $50; San Sim
<:on, $15 ; T uc&on, Arixona, $185, and 
Yuru::t, Ari:r.o na , $125. 

.'\ddition~l costs for nitht tlights, w-ait
ing ti rnc, StOp·o,·crs and SJ)ctial ser,•iccf; 
:ire a lways ~ubjcct to adj11s t111cn1 before 
a llig:ht is u1ufcr1a.kcn, t..'<pe:ei.;11ly for i;;har• 
ters \\•here the norn1:tl fee iri nH>rc tha n 
$150, the Le" ·is ralc card 111>ctifics. This 
also applie3 to ¢11:1.rttrt c>f the ~mb11lancc 
pl:i.nc, or ph1nc:.s of t\vO or three p:1.1sen
gcr5 c:iipacity, or 1norc t h:in four, 

An intere111i11g ::.s pcct of t he ch:irter 
rates in effect i11 Southern California is 
that on con1pa.r:i.t i,·ely short flights, the 
cost for four passengers on a round trip 
basi.$ is only s1ightl)' more than regular 
airline rates; \Vhile on longer flights the 
eharte.r rate is usua lly considerably less, 

For uample, four persons t raveling to 
Las \ ' ..-gas, N..-vada, and r..-1urn b)• a irline 
\\•ould pay $100.08 as against a charter 
price of $ 125; 10 San F rancisco and re• 
turn, $136.44 by airline and $14-0 by chal-• 
tcred plane; a nd to Salt l .. ikc City and 
r('turn, $250.22 by a irline and $255 by 
<:h:1. rtered plane. 

Q~·cr longtr diStllnCe.'I, Ori the !la1ne 

.. 
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b::.si!I, ch.:i.rter operator$ cl:i.im an ad,•-an· 
tage over airline f::.r.;s. The fol!o,ving 
table, corr,piled on Afay IS on the same 
four-person, round· trip bas.is from Lo11 
Angeles illustrates the differences: 

City Airline C harter 
Amarillo, Texas .. ••• $407.52 $375 
Chicago. JU .• , •• •••• 756.00 695 
Denver. Coto .• •••• , • 482.48 340 
El Pa110. Texas • • •••• 353.52 2.85 
Kan11a.s City, ).f() .• • • (iOl .20 500 
Alcxieo C ity, ~(exico. 792.00 775 
Nc\v York C ity .. . . . 1079.60 950 
Port land. Ore . •. . .•. 389.60 330 
Reno, Nev .. . • . . •••• 219.24 160 
Seattle, \'v'a!ih . . • . •.. 453.08 390 
Tbc natut:'ll l'e:tclion o f a laym:i.n g la11c-

ing :it this con1pari!lon L~ that 1hc differ .. 
ence in r:i.vor or t he char ter operator is 
offset by the gf'eater con1fort, better navi
gational a ids and hig her de\·tlopmcnt of 
Rying a bili1y found on the airtine!I. 

And the charter ope.r:ator!I \\'ill be the 
first to enter $\\'Ctping det1i:i.Ls. 

' fhey \\'ill shO\\' you tha t their a irpla nes 
are t\•ery bil as luxuriou!I for their four 
passengers as the 3irliners are for their 
21 ; they \\'ill prove tha t tht flight t rain
ing, ability and experienct of their pilots 
a nd then1selve.s are c·qual and in many 
case!I supt.rior to the 5alllC qualifications 
oi 1hc a irlint pilots, and they will $hO\\' 
)'OU radio and navigational c.quipn1ent in 
their planes that duplic<i tcs the equip· 
ment of the airliner1 in e.fficie.ncy. 

Some of the charter pilo ts will tell )'OU 
that the)' a rc theu,stlves ror1ner a irlit1e 
pilots , who "quit <!riving busse!I to be
come chauffcnrs." 
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1-\nd fioall)' th ty•u pull out their fl ight 
records for Lht: past s e\•cral )'ears and 
show a be tter record for safct)'. even in 
propor tion 10 Lhe nunthcr of pa~sciigcrs 
carried, tha n the airlines! 

Perhaps tht a irlines offer grtate r 
speed? Not necess :i.rily, say the cha rter 
piloh;. E'•tn with s light l)' !tlO\\·er air
planes. the ch<irte: r 1)ilo1 i,s not bound by 
schedule& .-and \\•ill often C(unplete a di
rect point•to-point Oight in quitkcr t i1ne 
than an airline l)<iSStnQ:er could. ..\.r1 ex
ample i~ the Reno-Los Angeles llight. A n 
airline p:i.sse.nger 1uus 1 i;:o to Rtno by 
\\'2Y or Oakland, \vhcre a charter pilot 
\\'ill take a direc-t course. 

" Speed?" ask.s Jio'''ard Batt. ..I'll 
be:i.t a ny a irline schedult l" .Datt opcr .. 
a 1es Bee:chc.rafts . with cruising speeds 
or £ro1n 177 10 200 lU.p.h .. in his 
ch;:i.r te:r se.r,•ice. Lockheed.s. $tin.sons 
<ind Other tnodern cabin pl.ant:S operated 
l>y the charter ser,·ice!I of Southern Cali• 
fo rni:i. will equal or come close to c<1ual· 
ing 1he speed of huge airliners in actual 
practice, their pilots point out. 

Bven this situation is due fo r change. 
T he airlines arc soon to have ne''' a iid 
faster schedules and then the charter 
pilots will need ne\v equipment to keep 
them ofl't.ring the same prop.orlionat~ 
high standard oi ser,•icc. 

The fleets of aerial taxies ,,.;11 increa~e 
as the airmindeclne.ss of the public in
<: re<lses. Perh41ps befor e long Afr. a nd 
}.fr$. Public ''•ill be hailing an air taxi as 
nonc:haJantly a$ they 1lO\\' call a land cab, 
but to go far-~nd fa.st.. 

El"D 

American A irlines • Pcn1lsylva.tlia .. Central 
Beech Aircraft • B clla1\ca • C essna • T. \V. t\. 
C ha nce Vougl\c .. Douglas • Norrh American 
G le,11\ L. Martin • Fairchild • Braniff Ainva)'S 
C hicago a nd Southern Ai.r Lines • U . $. Navy 
Pan American Air\vays • Stearman ·U.S. Army 

THE ~~·~DAI TID~ Jl DllRR~D ~n AlfDftl n 
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