RM GOVE jokingly says he got hiz firsq
u LS o6l .'|'.||'|_' I!ll'r|.|l\. he was horn when
trip with a stork amd he's
been fving ever since. At the age ol 16 he
soloed, At 2U e booted away :
-.|"|':|||._l |----|| JiFi -;l|-|l:- CiFi [l'\.l' WWa =1 Loast io
work for Western Air Express at old Vail
Field mn Loz Angeles
There waz no job in the aviation
iry for him, luat he went 1o work anyway.
Atter 10 dave ol volumtary abor tor th
airline he had law two miles of theee-inch

WaAlC amd hies SEEErVISOrs Wert so 8%

he ook @

grasi] jaaks

tontshed they put him on th |.|_'.r--|! L]
an apprentice mechame whose main Job
was 1o wash the grease off cowlings, Finan-
||.\,|||-\. |||:- .|“!|!| -1'!!-\.'4-\.|\._ Tt e
Orm says, "] was spending all my spare
time hanging around airporis  washog
cowlings and doing odd jols to pay for my
flying time. And you can't spend 16 hours
a day leisure time on your hobby and do
justice to your job in the other eight. 5o
I quit the selling job to devole more time
to my real interests.” When he wasa't
mr_l.:q.i.rlg around the airline he did 1Iirl_l|r
wiork for the Army as an enlisted man in
thie MNational Guard 115th Obdervation
Sguadron at Grifhth Park, Los Angeles.

One might think from his meager begm-
mings in aviation that Gove was awiully
anxiows to fy. He was—but he had greater
things in mind than just fAyving, Instead
of M:'Ill'ng' ot b make a lot of mOaney as a
salesman to finance his fying time he chose
the hard way because his interest in avia-
tion was so iniense that he must know ali
about it. He wasn't—and sn'i—gunning
for o particular job in avintion: he's so in-
terested in the business that he knows it
from the ground up and at 32 15 one of
the :n:'u.||_l,' :ll:nlmpli:.h:'d execulives in the
air transport industry,

Comsider this: At an age when most men
are just getting setiled in their jobs Orm
Growve 15 semior Aight ﬂlprrinlrluﬁrm at New
York for one of America's largest airlines ;
he iz Gfth in semiority as captain in the
eastern region, being outranked only by the
division superintendent, the chief pilot and
twn others, He owns his own airplane

Wils [N

With sapariences that includes 10,000 hours aloft fa kis credit, Orm Gove haz
been promoted to the post of TWA flight wperintendent at La Guardia Field,

When a man's so interested in aviation

he will throw up a good selling job to work

free for an airline, he's sure to succeed.

amd i addition to his duties as fight soper-
mtendent he puts in 40 hosrs 2 month as
captam of a transport ||]u.nr—h:]f ai much
tirse a8 the pilots who make a career of
flving.

It all goes back to his school days ai
H:lll_'.'w-:uul. Hi:gh when, like many others,
Ormond M. Gove got the flying bug. Un-
like hiz fellow stodentz Gove knew what
to do about it. By doing odd jobs at air-
parts |'|¢ |:qa'i|:| fior a few hours instroction
which eampletely sold him on the husiness,
Graduatmg from high school, be went ta
work as a salesman. His salary paud for
some private flyving instruction at the Santa
Ana airport {rom Eddie Martin and Hap
Russell. He soloed n 1925 One day he
had & chance to purchase an OX Travel Air
which had discouraged its owner from fur-
ther flying by plowing up a plot of Land

with it nose, Orm bought the pline at a
ridiculous price, slaved ower i, got it 0o
ﬂ_l.'i:u: comdition, bkt ap ﬂ.}'lng hiours and
resold it at a good profit. With the moaney
for the Travel Air he picked op 3 Waco
The owner of this plane, too, was wialling
Lo it with it for a minimom consideration
hecanse an unfortunate experience  had
dlled his enthusiasm for Aying. - Gove
bought gas and oil with his own labor as
a Erease n:l.lnL:r_-.' vo ]-rl.'rrl the [‘llﬂ.nn ﬂ}'i:np:.
At that taime there were no airlnes. The
principal means of making money was by
barnstorming and Gove did not care for
that. A practical man, he dislikes the spec-
tacular. He believes in aviation as other
men believe in insurance. 5o he kept his
selling job amd devoted himseli to fAving,
dismaniling and remaking his plane when-
{Continued on_page 63)



l'ﬂ.]ni_l:,r went to Florida qulte irequtnt!:r.
One time we staved st Pensacola. My
mother says that I was about four them,
and that I spent all my time watch-
ing airplanes, talking about them and
wanting to ride in them.” Her mother
opposed her Interest in Aving—not be-
cause she thought it was dangerous but
because she thought that 8 woman who
flew was traitor to her sex,

Mrs. Huntington has since relented and
Grace has proved she can be charmingly
feminine, even wpon discovering that a
grease monkey has failed to gas a plane
or has left m cotter pin out of a wing
gtrut bolt. She longed to fly all during
grammar school and high school, even in
the stricily ladylike feminine surrournd-
ings of exclusive schools. Once, when
she was 16, she flew to Avalon, 23 miles
off the coast of Callfornia in a Ayving boat
operated by the Wilmington-Catalina
Airline. Later she had a “joy hop" at
Union Alr Terminal, where she now
works, when she was about 19 years old.

“]1 got Charles—my brother—interested
in flying when he was 17," she says, al-
most ruefully, “1 found out where he
could go to school, how much it would
cost and all abput #. 1 Anally sent him
io Joe Plosser. He took to it like a duck
io water and soloed in eight hours.”

As soon as Charles gol a Fairchild, a
gift fram his mother, Grace began pester-
ing him, But he didn't want to teach a
member of his own family. However, he
did let her have the plane now and then
and she received her instructbon [rom
Burleigh L. Putnam, now a CAA inspec-
tor stationed in the east

Bhe soloed in seven hours. This was
on July 6 1936 In the following Jan-
uary she got her privaie license, This
didn't snl.'i.tf!.r her at all, She started
bullding up time, studied for her Instru-
ment rating., learned about motors, me-

teorology and everything else she could,
getting some of her informeation here,
gome there but most of It from Jim Bar-
wick, former motion piclure stunt pilet
In spite of the

and Lockheed test pilot
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fact that she still wrote for the Disney
studla, she found time to go places, too,
Once, she went to Honolulu. Again, to
Mexico City wia the airline, When she
had 100 hours she flew to Chicago and
back with her brother, doing her share
of the flyimg. In 1539, she Aew with her
mother and her brother to Mew York
City, where they embarked on a trip
arcund the world. She Aew the Fairchild
back alone.

She got her instrument rating, Then
came the endurance fighis—ihe record-
breaking ones in the Fairchild and the
Tayloreraft. By now, she had decided
that she'd rather Ay than do anything so
she dropped all her other activities, Fi-
nally, she even guil the writing job with
Disney. 5She went east once o pick up
a Tayloreraft at Alliance, 0., returned to
get & Ranger Fairchild and fly it out to
the Boeing school at Oakland,

Then, a few months ago, the job with
Paul Mantz turned up and she went to
work with a will, Aying her allowable
hours as an instructor right up to the hilt.

“I'm grateful to Paul" she says, “for
giving me a chance io prove myself. And
I don't feel that I've done badly. So far,
no man who has dropped in to see about
Aying instruction bas changed his mind
efther at sight of me or after Aving with
me. [ do hope, however, that other types
of ;inh.l. wrill open up for women, as well
as opportunities to get the necessary in-
struction in motors, mainienance and
the like. If women are going to fly they
must have real incentive, A great many
women whoe want to learn to fly hold off
because they can’t see where aviation
will return a living to them. The field
must open up to them if we are to have
a worthy and woarth while feminine
representation in the business,”

END

Radic Beacons "Down Under"
USTRALIA has installed wlira-high
l'rrqui:m:].' radin beacons at her prin=

cipal airports for commercial airlines' di-

rection=fnding apparatus,

Ambitious Mechanic

(Continued from page 33)

ever he could get away [rom the canned
goods. He joined the National Guard
which gave him an epportunity to learn
about different tvpes of engines and
planes, about maintenance and Aying tac-
tice, Here was a boy who didn't do the
maopping up just to get an cccasional air-
plane ride.

It was in April, 1828, when he went to
work for Western Air Express as a grease
monkey. His experience and his applica-
tion to the work carried him through a
whirlwind apprenticeship, Within a year
bhe was not only an accomplished me-
chanle but a erew chief. During the fal-
lowing wyear the airline, financed with
Guggenheim [unds, operated between Los
Angeles and San Francisco owver the
midel alrway carrying passengers, mail
and freight. The crew on tri-motored
Fokkers in those days consisted of pilot
and fAying mechanic, Gove was one of
the first Aying mechanics in the country.
He kept the log books, serviced the ships
on the ground and supervised mainte-
nance of the planes. That's quite a pic-
ture when contrasted with today’s trans-
port, When they land, air conditioners
are attached and mechanics swarm over
them (o check instruments, engines, ra-
diog and appearance, Cleaners tdy the
cabin. Others gas the planes, 5till more
personnel handle cargo and passengers.

But this is 1841 and Orm Gove instead
of being responsible for the safety of one
plane sits at a desk and guides many of
them through the air at once. This is a
jﬂh he can do because for 12 YEArs he has
learmed the business as it progressed.
Spectacular success storfes abound
through the aviation industry, stories of
mien who have entered aviatlon and over-
night became famous. But Orm Gove is
not spectacular. His success has come
through determination to succeed the
hard way which is to know ms much bs
possible mbout every phase of the busi=-
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FLYING and POPULAR AVIATIOM

ness than anybody else and then to apply
what he has leamned. But Gove won't tell
yvou anything like that. He's so modest
that many of the men with whom he works
don’t know the story of how he worked up
from the lowliest job to one of the most
desirable,

In the air transportation business dis-
patchers' repatations among their confreres
are based on the amount of strain their
nerves can take without being reflected in
their tempers, Gove 15 unbelievably level-
tempered, He seldom allows himsell to
get angry but when he does “Goldurn [ is
the strongest of his expletives. He neither
smokes nor drinks, probably because there
is never a moment when bhe has nothing
to do,

1 didn't have much time to pick up bad
habits when I was younger,” he says
“When | wasn't working on my steady joh
I was piling up hours or puttering around
with my own planes, By the time Western
Air Express merged with TAT 1 had
about 1200 hours logged and had earmed
my commercial license”

Shorily after that the Bureau of Air
Commerce decided flying tri-motor Fok-
kers and Fords was too big a job for one
man o handle amd required that airlines
have two pilots on every plane. 5o Orm
just naturally became a co-pilot, a position
he retained for five wyears, During that
time he flew between Los Angeles, Albu-
querque and Salt Lake City, Az a brst
officer Gove saw many changes in the trans-
portation industry. He flew the first four-
motored planes to operate in the United
States. “They were Fokkers,” he recalled,
“and they carried 32 passengers and a ot
of freight. Were they good planes? Tl
say they were good! Bot it dida’t pay to
use them; people weren'i traveling by air
in "20 and "3. Tt would break your heart
to see those swell old ships now subjected
to their greatest indignity.  Imagine—
they're used on the West Coast as gas sta-
tons ™ It took 10 years for his faith in
four-motored transports to be vindicated.

During his fve years as first officer, Gove
continued to buy and sell private planes
He has owned cight of them including two
Trave Airs, a J5 Stearman, Monocoupe,
Pitcairn, Keystone Commuter and two
Wacos, one of which he has mow—a 1935
cabin maodel with Continental engine, Of
them all he liked the Monocoupe best
“It was the least expensive to operate amnd
I had it fixed up with instruments and a
hood to learn instrument flying. When I
was transferred to Newark | flew from Los
Angeles in the Monocoupe for only £36.35
including one might's storage in Amarillo,”
He says things hike that with a shy pride as
if he were bragging about a child,

Although he has never owned a “fivver
plane” Orm gets excited about them If
anything will get the public flying, he be-
licves, it"s the litle planes that don't re-
quire too muoch skill to operate—and what's
more—that compare favorably in up-keep
to automobiles, He sighed. “The biggest
obstacle to owning a plane like that is
hangar rent. Storage on o lightplane is
way out of proportion to the other costs.
But maybe something will be done to cor=
rect that situation.”

Shortly after moving east Gove picked
up his Commuter, It was in terrible con-
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dition. The all-metal fuselage was cor-
rodded to such an extent he wasn't sure it
waould be worthwhile to bother repairing it
But Casey Jomes, whose mechanics’ school
is located in Newark, suggested to Gove
that he be allowed o use the Keystone o
give his students actual experience in re-
pairig & plane, [t would be quibe a project
for a group of stodent mechanics 1o take
the almost hopeless plane amd puat it foto
flyving condition. Gove assented,

"Well," he grinned, “it took them two
years and I don't how how many man
hours but they certain gave that amphibian
a going-over, Those school kids rebuili
the planc—at no cost to me except for paris
—and it handled beawtifully. It sure had
wonderful water-handling characteristics,”
He drifted off in thonght. “Buot I traded it
in recently for my Waco which is less ex-
pensive to operate.”

Orm buys planes at the drop of a hat.
He'll buy one if he thinks he can sell it at
a profit, sticking to standard models because
they bring a betier price for resale. Lest
any one get the npression Gove 18 money-
mad, it should be understood that airline
personnel don't make a lot of money and
the manipulation of planes on his part is
just his method of making the ships sup-
port themselves. But although he doesn’t
say 5o, there is a deeper reason why Orm
moves from one plane to another. He is
in love with flying and with plancs amd
engines, He swings from one to another
because he can’t afford to collect them, In
that way he gets the pleasure over a period
of time of the holitvist-collector,  He likes
to fly to foothall games and other sports
events with his wife—who 15 not a pilot—
because of the ease of it. He probably
suppresses many & laugh between Floyd
Bemmett and New Haven when he looks
down amd sees the traffie.

Six years ago he checked oul as & capiain
with a total of 3200 co-pilot hours tucked
away in his log books, He was flving in
the east then between Mewark and Kansas
City. He survived the air mail cancellation
and settbed down to what he considers an
casy job of flying 8% hours a month on the
left side of the cockpit on DC-Za and
DC-3x. He wanted not merely to be a
pilot, bart to sit right in the thick of the
activity so he could sce what was evolving
over the whole system, The next move up
was to dispatcher at Newnrk, where he
would control for eight hours a doy the
busiest sector of the airline. That was in
1934,

He still has the same job only he's called
a flight superintendent. He's at La Guardia
Field and the airline’s operations have more
than doubled, which has made the job that
much harder. But Orm doesn’t mind
He's composed entirely of those qualities
that make a good dispatcher. Mild-man-
nered and unflusterable, be has a respect
for details that comes of long hours spent
assembling engines. He has the viewpoint
of a pilot and the caution of a mechanic.
But above all his understanding of the
operating problems and his ability to evalu-
ate them make a poweriul backgroumd for
the man at the desk who gives orders to the
men in the cockpits.

Orm Gove is typical of the new genera-
tion which has been presented the job of
making air transportation safe and com-
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FLYING and POPULAR AVIATION

fortable and selling it to the public. He's
been Ayving planes constantly for 18 years
—has spent more than 10,000 hours in the
alr—angd he's never had an accident!

That's going some but you probably
ean't equal that record unless you're an-
other Orm Gove or an angel with wings.
The record stands because Orm Gove isn't
interested just in Aving: he's sold on the
whole, great, broad field: Awviation. To
that end he has conducted all his sctivi-
ties safely, conservatively, zestiully. He
represents a big credit on the ledger of
his business.

END

| Learned About. ..

{Continued from page 43)

Iﬂp]:n:. It had become second nature to
fo fgure in about 500 feet for instrument
lag, but it must have been far beyond
that figure on this occasion. Third, I
didn't think of the extra amount of alti=
tude that would be consumed in the pull-
out, due to the extra speed. All in all, 1
commitied the one unpardonable flying
gin: [ just didn't think.

Feb. 20, 1939, was a beautiful Southern
Californla winter afterncon of the type
so well advertised by the Chamber of
Commerce, Pt. Loma and San Diego
bay passed lazily underneath as 1 shut-
tled back and forth between Oceanside
and the Mexican border, making speed
VEFSUS power runs ai various altitudes
I was flying a Vought SB2U-2, the hot-
test dive bomber in the fleet at the time.
We had had the planes about a month-
and-a<half, but the installation of radios,
sights, guns, emergency equipment and
thie host of minor items that constitute
military eguipment had kept them in the
shops pretty continuously, so that 1 had
had only 25 hours in the type—of which
17 hours had been cross-country from
Washington to San Diegoe, with ne op-
portunity for experimentation.

Cur old planes, Great Lakes BG-1's,
had been fine dive bombers, not foo fast
in the dive and very easy to pull out
into level Aight. With the sdjustable sta-
bilizer rolled all the way forward, it was
possible to stay in a steep dive only by
exerling considerable forward pressure
on the stick,. When you wanted to pull
level, you merely relaxed the forward
pressure and, as the nose started up and
the speed fell off, applied back pressure
on the stick. Several hundred hours of
dive-bombing in these ships had made It
instinctive to use just the right amount
of pull en the controls for a rapid but
non-blacked-out recovery. While 1 was
flying BG's that instinet was of great
advantage, but it contributed to my near-
downfall with the new Vought,

As [ have said, I had had only eight
hours playing around in the SB2U's
Those hours had been spent on landings,
formation flying and various other famil-
larization work, with only one or two
shallow dives thrown in. After two
hours of tedious work holding the alr-
speed and altitude constant and jotting
down reading after reading on the knee
pad, I was at 12000 feet with the runs
completed and a brand new dive bomber
just waiting to dive. [ was in the mood
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for a little excitement and, to my mind,
there ks no thrill like the feeling of a
plane straight up and down, with wings
taut and rigid in the howling airstream
and the earth coming up at 500 feet a
second,  So, with 12000 feet of altitude
to be lost, a new sturdy plane under-
neath and a craving for excitement, what
wis more natural than a good screaming
dive?

I eased the gun off and lost my excess
speed by a gentle zoom that earried me
up an extra 1,000 fect. When the ship
seemed almost motlonless in a near stall,
1 pushed the nose straight over and
down. A pencil that had previously fall-
en down below the seat suddenly ap-
peared floating in mid-alr in fromt of
my face. 1 hastily retrieved i and
stuffed it Inte a knee pocket of my fAying
sl ‘The airspeed needle started to wind
up around the dial and the altimeter
hands began to unwind. As the speed
mounied I eased forward on the elevator
tab wheel to take the Inereased load off
the stick.

By the time the altimeter showed
10,00} the airspeed needle was well into
itz second revolution of the dial. The
wings were beginning to feel stiff and
the airsiream was a mounting crescendo
as it pushed past the windshield.

Mine thousand. Eight thousand, The
airspesd hand was progressing only
slowly, but the altimeter was really
winding down rapidly. 1 eased forward
again on the Fletiner conirol and the
ship was trimmed In an almoest “hands
off” condition for the dive, It was good
to be alive, feeling the ship's alertness
to the speed, feeling the tensencss of the
structure and sensing the terrific rush of
air. The earth still seemod remote and
only slightly closer than at the beginning
of the dive. I put my eye to the tele=
soope sight momentarily and noted that
the ball was dend centored, showing that
the ship was diving absoelutely straight
with no skid. Again | cased forward a
little on the slevator Fletiner to counter-
act for the now almost terminal velocity.

As the altimeter flicked past 6,000 feet
I commenced the pullout. Why [ decided
e end the dive then 1 don't know, for it
was several thousand feet higher than
was normal for routine dive-bombing.
The decision saved my life,

The mirspeed indicator was well over
300 Enots: how much more I can't tell
vou, for it would be disclosing confiden-
thal plt-rfnqrmann: data., In any Case, it
was faster than I had ever been before
and faster than | had any desire o go
afterwards. [ essed back on the stick
with the instinctive BG I.:d'm.l.quu. The
nose seemed to be coming up at about
the right speed. As the forward load on
the stick increased due to the slowly
slackening airspeed, [ pulled back harder.
My concentration was now on the water,
rather than within the cockpit.

All of a sudden it dawned on me that
the water was coming up at an alarming
rate. We were still at o 45° angle at
least and descending rapidly. It was
going to be awfully close as to whether
or not 1 got the ship level before we hit
the water., By this point I was pulling
back om the stick with about all the
strength I had in my right arm, but it
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